INNATE    CHARACTERISTICS    OF    CHILDREN     II

In this section, however, it must suffice to deal with
fear, self-assertion (and the negative feeling of inferiority),
anger and sex. Curiosity, love of construction and play,
and zeal for possession are at the base of the learning process
and are better considered in a later section,1 while the desire
to share the experiences and life of one's fellows will be
considered in connexion with the child as a member of
society.2 There is no logical justification for such a treat-
ment, but it is hoped the arrangement adopted here will
help the reader to see each child as an individual and later
to consider him in his relation to his fellows.

FEAR. Dr. Hadneld states that 'the function of fear
is to provide the body with mobility and muscular tone
and the mind with alertness to meet danger'. The pro-
tection of civilized life leaves us with little to fear and,
therefore, with enormous capacity for fear.3 Hence, he
asserts, we develop all sorts of fear or phobia in which
fear is attached to objects not intrinsically dangerous to
life as is the case with natural fears. In Addition to natural
fears and these phobias, there are anxieties which he
defines as ' fears without an object', usually due to some
mental disturbance. As in more or less mild form these
phobias and anxieties often make life a terrible problem
for the badly handled child, it is important to study how
to avoid introducing them.

To a child brought up in a civilized community there
are very few necessary fears. The fear of falling can be
dealt with easily if a child is encouraged to climb and
scramble and shown what will happen if he does not use
his judgement. Actual feeling of fear only makes a situ-
ation more dangerous. Thus the RusseHs finding their
boy, aged two and a half, unduly careless in his play at
the edge of high cliffs explained to him, at a time when
they could explain and not communicate fear, that he

1 See Ch. II.                                                    * See Ch. X.

* Psychology and Morals, Ch. XXI.